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Church Office 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  218-741-7739 or 218-741-7738 
 www.peaceumc.us 
E-Mail: pastor@peaceumc.us  

 office@peaceumc.us 
   

       

Worship Schedule 
 

10:00 AM Peace UMC 
  303 South 9th Avenue 
  Virginia, MN 55792 
 

Note: 1st Sunday of each month is 
Communion Sunday 

 

Our Staff 
Pastor      Rev. Mickey Olson 
Youth Coordinator   McKenzie Fossell 
PORCH Director    Rachel Bodas 
Administrative Assistant   Joan Schriber 
Music Director    Jeanene Hagberg 
Choir Accompanist   Char Cremers 
Custodians    Jerry Anderson 
      

 

Thought for the month: 

John 14:27 
27 

“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give you. I 

give to you not as the world gives. Don’t be 

troubled or afraid. 
 

Peace UMC Mission 
 

Peace in our Communities, 
offering healing and 

wholeness to all in life’s 
journey. 

http://www.peaceumc.us/
mailto:office@peaceumc.us
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I confess, to a brief shudder when thinking about opening worship again.  I 

am out of my routine.  During the pandemic it has been difficult to find a 

rhythm to my life.  Sure, I tackled undone tasks that had piled up and it felt 

good to check them off my mental list.  I found myself feeling guilty if I 

wasn’t productive every day.  I read many books and even that activity felt 

indulgent at times.  Then there were entire days when I felt listless and couldn’t focus.  It didn’t help 

when we had a long spell of bone chilling cold. I am not a big television watcher, but I found myself 

ensconced on the couch, flipping through news channels, home improvement, and cooking shows.  I find 

myself asking, “ How will I be a pastor now?” . My identity as a very busy Pastor has been turned upside 

down.  The weeks when my to-do list didn’t allow me time to come up for air had been displaced with a 

what do I do now mindset. I don’t know if going back to the way things used to be is what I want to do.  

How about you?  Did you find a different rhythm to your life during this enforced time of less busy?  Did 

staying home feel not so bad?  Though I think we all long for the good old days of pre-pandemic, maybe 

we need to find ways to live life better.   

   One thing you can be certain about God is that God is never static.  God is always changing things.  

God is always challenging us to be our better selves.  So, knowing that about God, why do we as humans 

seek to recreate the past in times of change?  The strength of this congregation has been its adaptability to 

change.  You merged and engaged in new ministries. You have still supported your church during this 

time of distance worship and adapting to not being together. 

   So, how will we be church after this ends?? How can we be less busy, but more focused on the mission 

and ministry of the church? What central mission can be our mission?  I have not only read novels during 

this enforced time of less busy.  I have read many books on church growth and decline.  My mind has had 

time to consider new ways to grow and thrive. I think for a time we can just enjoy being back together 

again. But then we have to regroup.  Please pray for God’s guidance in our planning for the future of 

Peace UMC.  Please embrace the Spirit in it’s call to use our gifts for reaching and transforming a hurting 

world.  
 
Wild Blessings, 
  ~Pastor Mickey 
 
 
PASTOR NOTES. Hooray! We will be open for in person worship starting March 7

th
.  Last year Easter 

and Holy Week were cancelled.  This year we will have Easter and Holy Week but with some restrictions 

in place.  The plan is to have Palm Sunday be only about the celebration.  We will not be stripping the 

altar and having the Tennebrae Service.  On Maundy Thursday you are invited to come to the church and 

sit quietly in prayer.  Communion will be offered.  There will be visuals of the passion story and 

scriptures to lead you through.  There will not be a Good Friday service.  The Easter service will be 

limited to 50 persons. We will have two Easter services—10:00 am and 11:00 am.  We ask that you call 

in and tell us which service you plan to attend and with how many people. 

 

The office will again be open M-F from 9-1.  Pastor Mickey will be in the office T-F.   The door will be 

unlocked.  You may also meet with your committees.  Mask and social distancing are required.   Please 

disinfect your space and any washrooms that are used before you leave.  Thank you. 

 

Food Shelf for March-Lois will pick up if you wish.  Her # is 218-0780-3367 
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PASTORAL CARE  
 

Please notify the Church Office (218-741-7739) if you or someone you know is in need of pastoral care for 
illness, hospitalization, surgery or emergency.   
 

  Pastoral Calls: 218-343-6849    E-mail:  pastor@peaceumc.us 
     

Pastor’s Phone Number - Please put my cell phone number in your cell phone directory for emergencies. If I 
don’t answer, please, please, please, leave a message. Please do not give my cell phone number out to 
strangers asking for help. I pray you will call me when you need me. 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

1– Annette Beise   1 – Rob Tapani   2 – Ted Wirtz (80) 

3 – Louis Knoll   4 – Susan Carvelli   5-Kerry Roen 

7 – Terry Hilar              9-Ashley Dahl    9-Kathy Rice 

11-Don Sklors    15-Cayleigh Murray   16-Jeanene Hagberg 

16-Aleigha Putkonen   17-Renee Hultman   17-Mary Lyden 

20-Joey Aho    22-Barbara Porter   23-Audrey Aho 

24-Richard Gasperlin   25-Rachel Bodas   26-Ellie Werner 

27-Terri Rosenquist   27-Carol Thomas   29-Devan Ekmark 

29-Pamela Genilini   29-Madelyn Lackner   31-Gerald Chapik  

 

If your or a family member’s birthday is not listed or is incorrect, Please let the Office know 

 (219-741-7739) 

OUTREACH –MARCH IS MINNESOTA FOOD SHARE MONTH 

 
Giving in March is a truly wonderful opportunity, as all donations are matched. Items may be placed on 

the pew in Narthex by Thursday, March 26
th

. 

 

Should you wish to make a monetary donation, you may write a check to Peace UMC with a notation in 

your comment line that it is for the Quad City Food shelf, or you may put cash in an envelope addressed 

as Food Shelf.  You may put these in with the Sunday offerings.   

 

Thank you for helping feed our community friends and neighbors in need.  

 

Food Shelf for March-Lois will pick up if you wish.  Her # is 218-0780-3367 

RELIEF FUND 

 

I have been worried for people whose financial health has been impacted by Covid.  Most of us will be 

receiving relief money from the government. I would like to start a relief fund through our church and we 

can find ways to help. Perhaps it will be a utility payment, a food or gas card, or help with rent or 

mortgage payments.  If you feel called to help those in our community who are struggling, indicate relief 

on your check.   We can be a light of hope and care this winter.    

  

Pastor Mickey 

mailto:pastor@peaceumc.us
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LENT 

 
This Lent I thought we would do a sermon series on the fruits of the Spirit.  Each week I will preach on 

the aspect for the week.  I invite you to journal with the word each week.  Answer these four questions as 

you contemplate the word.  I will use patience as an example. Start your day with prayer and include the 

word of the week in your prayer. 

1. How have I been patient this week? 

2. When was I not patient? 

3. What was going on that I found it hard to be patient? 

4.   Did my morning prayer help me to be patient?   

5. Where did I see God in the situations I found myself in this week?  

 

Sermon series for Lent   -  Fruits of the Spirit 

March 7
th

                        Self-control 

14
th

             Goodness 

21
st
             Faithfulness 

28
th

              Peace 

April 4
th

           Joy 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY from 6:00-7:00 p.m. the sanctuary will be open for silent prayer and 

meditation. Soft music will be played as you sit and reflect on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. Communion will also be offered.  

 

Feel free to come and spend as much time as you’d like in prayerful silence. People who attended during 

the past have commented how meaningful this time of reflection was to them.  

 

EASTER MEMORIAL GARDEN 

Anyone wishing to donate a plant or flowers for the Easter garden, please sign up in the library or call the 

church office and let Joan know. Please do not bring Easter lilies, as their strong fragrance is hard on 

people who have allergies. We are hoping for both plants and fresh flowers. For anyone wishing to pick 

up a fresh bouquet from a grocery store, Target or Walmart, we will have vases available if you don’t 

have one.  

 

Please bring your flowers to the church on Thursday, April 1st as the garden needs to be set up in time to 

tape the Easter service which is done on Friday.  

 

PALM DRIVE-THRU-if you are planning on attending the Palm Sunday service, you will receive your 

palm branch at that time.  If you won’t be attending in person and would like a palm branch,  you can 

drive through the church parking lot on Friday, March 26
th

 between 10:00 am and noon.  Someone will be 

available and will deliver the palm (s) to you in your vehicle.  

Enclosed with the newsletter is a palm cross and a special Easter offering envelope.  
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BOOK STUDY 

 

The book study will begin on March 10
th

 at 10:00 and at 6:30  and will go for 6 weeks ( or longer if we 

need to) The book Caste by  Isabella Wilkerson  is a challenging study in the ways that the systems of 

racism in the US mirror, in some ways, the cast system in India.   I think we can all learn from this book.  

I think it may make us uncomfortable at times and that is great because learning should always jar us out 

of our previously held world view.  Please begin reading the first 60 pages with an open mind and heart, 

realizing we are hearing a perspective very unlike our own.   I can’t wait for the lively discussion we will 

have.  Please let the office know if you plan on attending.  We can order books for you if needed. 

 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

With vaccines becoming available, cases slowly going down, and the church beginning to reopen, we are 

planning a meeting for 10:00 am on Tuesday, March 2nd. We will be discussing a Missions Relief Fund, 

and what role we might play in it. We will also be looking at reviewing our old outreaches to see if they 

are something we still want to pursue. We are always looking for new members. Please mask up and join 

us.  If you have questions, please call Pam Omersa at 259-2615. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  NEWS 

 

Sunday School will resume on March 14
th

 with Chris Johnson as the lead teacher.  The lessons for March 

will focus on the ministry of Jesus.  Social Distancing will be observed and masks will be required. 

There will be no Sunday School on Easter. 

We have missed you and look forward to seeing you on March 14. 

Your Sunday School Teachers. 

OFFICE NOTES 

 
The office will be open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am-1:00 pm starting March 1

st
.   

 

A thank you was received from the Salvation Army for $2350.00 from the special Christmas Offering; 

this benefitted many local families.  
 

EMAIL AND WEB SITE: The email and website addresses will be changing soon.  Watch the 

website and Facebook for the new addresses.    
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WORSHIP SERVICES 

 

March Hymns 
March 7, 2021 

1. Take Time to Be Holy   v. 1,2,4   395 

2. Here is Bread, Here is Wine  v. 1,2,3   2266 

 

March 14, 2021 

1. There is a Balm in Gilead  v.1,2,3   375 

2. Give Thanks       2036 

 

March 21, 2021 

1. Near to the Heart of God  v. 1,2,3   472 

2. I Have Decided to Follow Jesus v. 1,2,3   2129 

 

March 28, 2021 

1. Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  v.1,2,3   278 

2. Mantes y Palmas (Filled with Excitement  v.1,2  279 

 

March Scriptures (Common English Bible) 

 

March 7, 2021 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

John 2:13-22 

 

March 14, 2021 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 3:14-21 

 

March 21, 2021 

Hebrews 5:5-10 

John 12:20-33 

 

March 28, 2021 

Mark 11:1-11 

Philippians 2:5-11 
 


