
Page | 1 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Peace United Methodist Church 
Pastor Mickey Olson  
303 Ninth Avenue South 

 Virginia MN 55792  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Methodist Messenger 

June/July 2021 
                                  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Office 
Hours:  Monday-Friday 

9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
Phone:  218-741-7739 or 218-741-7738 
 www.werpeaceumc.com 
E-Mail: pastor@werpeaceumc.com  

  office@werpeaceumc.com 
   

       

Worship Schedule 
 

10:00 AM Peace UMC 
  303 South 9th Avenue 
  Virginia, MN 55792 
 

Note: 1st Sunday of each month is 
Communion Sunday 

 

Our Staff 
Pastor      Rev. Mickey Olson 
Youth Coordinator    
PORCH Director    Rachel Bodas 
Administrative Assistant   Joan Schriber 
Music Director    Jeanene Hagberg 
Choir Accompanist   Char Cremers 
Custodians    Jerry Anderson 
      

 

Thought for the month: 

1 Chronicles 16:34 
 

Give thanks to the LORD because he is good, 
because his faithful love endures forever. 

Peace UMC Mission 
 

Peace in our Communities, 
offering healing and 

wholeness to all in life’s 
journey. 
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It is June and summer is officially underway.  Church is fully open with the 

CDC’s recent recommendation.  You may choose to wear a mask or if you 

are fully vaccinated you may choose to go mask free.  What a rapid change!  

I had gradual reopening plans but had to revise them. Isn’t that the way the 

last year has been?  Whatever we planned had to change or be revised.  Now 

that we are fully open with few restrictions, summer has arrived.  I imagine most of us will be traveling or 

welcoming guests as we reconnect after the pandemic. Worship attendance may not return to what it was 

before Covid for a long time.   Then we ask what is next? Have we become too comfortable not going to 

church on Sunday mornings?  How do we reconnect as the family of God?  Will you continue to support 

the church through your time, talents, and resources as you pledged in your membership vows?  If you do 

not, what is to become of the church?  I confess to be anxious about the future of the church ( as it was).  I 

trust in God that the church will be well and thriving, but maybe in a different way than it used to be.   In 

this time of rapid change and disruption, the church cannot afford to stand still and seek to recycle old 

ways of doing things.  I know I need to stop worrying. God is at work in this vibrant church. We are 

participating in many mission and outreach projects. We have dedicated staff and members. Open to the 

movement of the Spirit in our lives and in the life of the church, there is only a bright future that awaits 

us.  It will take all of us to make it happen.  Are you up for the challenge?   

 
 
Wild Blessings, 
  ~Pastor Mickey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTORAL CARE  
 

Please notify the Church Office (218-741-7739) if you or someone you know is in need of pastoral care for 
illness, hospitalization, surgery or emergency.   
 

  Pastoral Calls: 218-343-6849    E-mail:  pastor@werpeaceumc.com 
     

Pastor’s Phone Number - Please put my cell phone number in your cell phone directory for emergencies. If I 
don’t answer, please, please, please, leave a message. Please do not give my cell phone number out to 
strangers asking for help. I pray you will call me when you need me. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastor@werpeaceumc.comus
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

June Birthdays 
 

2-Courtney Kallio   5 – Jonathan Benz   6 – Darwin Alar  
11 – Duane Cremers   13 – Amy Teasck   15 – Gail Smith  
19 – David Kralich   23 – Jonathan Crain   23 – Joann Martinson  
27 – Chris Hagberg   29 – Mark Hedlund 
 

July Birthdays 
2 – Kenneth Evenson   6 – Olin Lundgren   7 – Becky Hanson   
7 – Lois Lackner   7 – Jordanna Newman  9 – Fay Siers  
10 – Brad Bennett   11-Silje Branville   11 – Connie Rabideaux 
15 – Kathy Krog   18 – Catherine Branville  18 – Julie Johnson 
18 – Griffin Roen   19 – Kathy Oliver   20 – Mary Williams 
22 – Rita Bodas   24 – Jean Stanaway (90)  25 – Tristin Blaisdell   
27 – Shelley Aho   28 – Jim Nelson   29 – Don Lackner 
30-Louise Johnson 
 

If your or a family member’s birthday is not listed or is incorrect, Please let the Office know 

 (218-741-7739) 

 

 

 CALENDAR 

 

Check the calendar before scheduling a meeting.  Make sure you put your meeting time, date and room 

you will be using on the calendar so that we can coordinate space to allow for distancing.  

 

June 6  Worship Service/Communion 10:00 am  

June 9-10 Habitat for Humanity 

June 10 Ad Council Meeting 6:00 pm 

June 13 Worship Service 10:00 am 

June 20 Worship Service/Father’s Day 10:00 am 

June 27 Worship Service 10:00 am 

July 4  Worship Service/ Communion 10:00 am 

July 5  Office Closed 

July 11  Worship Service 10:00 am 

July 18  Worship Service 10:00 am 

July 25  Worship Service 10:00 am 
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FIX IT FELLOWSHIP 

 

 

As we begin to get a handle on the coronavirus, we are hoping we can return to some normal activities.   

The Committee has met, and we are anxious to begin working on projects.  Plumbing, wiring, and roofing 

require professionals, so we cannot handle those repairs.  We would like to help with things such as 

replacing bulbs and batteries in lights and smoke detectors or carbon monoxide detectors, washing 

windows, and a variety of minor repairs, either inside or out.  We’ve been vaccinated and follow safety 

protocols.  The group has enjoyed working on a couple projects and would be happy to help out if needed. 

 

 

 

MISSIONS-“Stock the Church Food Pantry” 

 

The Missions Committee has set June as “Stock the church food pantry month.”  The church is starting to 

see more foot traffic and these food sacks are much needed in the community. A few suggested  items 

needed are canned meat (tuna, chicken) canned meals (Chef Boyardee, Dinty Moore), soup, peanut butter, 

crackers, water, and fruit cups. Please purchase pull-top lids for canned items. Contact Laurel Roen after 

June 7
th

 for additional food items or if you prefer a donation by check make a notation  “Peace Food 

Pantry”. 

 

 

NEW WEBSITE AND EMAIL 

 

EFFECTIVE NOW 

 

New Web Site:   werpeaceumc.com 

Office email:  office@werpeaceumc.com 

Pastor Mickey email: pastor@werpeaceumc.com 

 

Please update the new emails in your contacts. 

 
 

OFFICE NOTES 

 
 

Beginning June 6
th

 bulletins will be available for Sunday Worship.   

Beginning June 6
th

 attendance sign-in sheets will be placed in the pew holders. 
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PASTOR NOTES 

 

The church is fully open for worship and meetings and events. Weddings and funerals will be determined 

on an individual basis.  Are you ready to come back? If we held a funeral would there be enough help to 

serve?   Coffee -an begins the first Sunday in June and communion will be in person during worship.  Are 

you ready to help serve, read, usher and greet?  Diane Hawley is trying to fill all of these positions. Will 

you help her by calling her or the office and letting us know of your availability? Most importantly, will 

you say yes when asked?  Thank you for your devotion and commitment to this church.  Pastor Mickey 

 

This church has been blessed by the people who have taken on additional responsibilities during the 

pandemic and now we need to return to sharing the load.  We need to return to using counters in the fall. 

Most leaders have generously agreed to continue in their positions even when their term was up.  You 

may be asked to fill these vital positions that keep our church running smoothly.  If you are asked, please 

take time to pray about it and consider what God is calling you to do. Better yet, contact us and offer to 

take a position that you feel called to do.  Thank you, Pastor Mickey 

 

As I work to start visiting our assisted care residents, be aware that each facility has different rules. This is 

making it very difficult to visit. Please be patient and know that I am doing my best to get out and see 

you.  Pastor Mickey 

 

With the departure of McKenzie as our youth leader we are looking to hire someone new.  Do you know 

someone who would make a great youth and family ministry person?   

 

What has changed in your life during and after Covid?  I would love to hear your stories.  Also I am in the 

office now on a regular basis.  Please stop by to talk and reconnect.  I would love to see you.    

 

Have you put my cell phone number in your phone as one of your contacts?  This will show you my name 

when I call so you know it is not spam and it is handy if you have an emergency and want me to know.  

Pastor Mickey  218-343-6849. 

 

Easter Offering:  $200.00 for youth foyer cleaning supplies and a third to Salvation Army. 

 

 

RELIEF FUND 

 

The Missions Committee has researched ways to distribute our relief fund donations.  We have contacted 

the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency and they have a foundation set up specifically to help 

people in crisis, “who fall between the cracks.”  The foundation will administer and disburse our 

donations to the following programs:  homeless housing, energy assistance, and the food shelf.  If you 

wish to make a donation please indicate Relief fund on the check.    

 

There is a printed copy outlining the Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency foundation on the 

narthex table if you would like to read more of their programs.  
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THANK YOU 

 

THE STORMS OF LIFE COME-WE WONDER-WHERE IS GOD! 

WE REMEMBER GOD IS WITH US! 

THE CHURCH FAMILY HAS GIVEN US LOVE AND CONCERN BEYOND 

MEASURE. WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL! THANK YOU! 

WHERE IS GOD? 

IN YOUR CONCERN 

 

I keep this Blessing on my desk.  Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of 

those with whom we travel, so be swift to love, make haste to be kind and Blessing of God Almighty.  

The Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you always.   Thanks 

 

Ken and Shirley Wellman 

 

2021 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 
The 2021 Annual Conference is scheduled to take place June 22-24, 2021 with June 22 and 24 being 

entirely virtual and June 23 being in small in-person groups at various sites across the state. The theme of 

our 167th Annual Conference is “Jesus. Waymaker.” 

 

Visitors will be able to watch the proceedings live on the Minnesota Conference Facebook page (a 

Facebook account is not required to watch). For visitors who are interested: A recording of a pre-

conference workshop will be made available in early June for you to watch in preparation for conference. 

A recording of the key components of the conference sessions will be made available after the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“I pray only when I am 

in trouble; but I am in 

trouble all the time so I 

pray all the time,” 

 

Isaac Bashevis Singer 

https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!DlrQcrnvDeS9nuPVJynRMqUYRSfp4bxzwR8zj3f+YOncFeW6zefV3dHqaXZTbhIuw

